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ITie ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of Education ^ to 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for the Year ending 25 MitrclT'i^46. ■ 

{P^fsuantto Act of Parlia.m6yit,a% Geo.^,c.\<:i‘7fS.%.') 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM BARON HEYTESBURY, 
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL 
AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, &c. &c. &c. 



V^E, the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, constituted and appointed 
7 Parliament made in the 53d year of the reign of his late 

Majesty ICing George the Third, do, in obedience thereunto, respectfully submit 
to your Excellency a general Report of the Proceedings of the Board since their 
last Report. 

In the attendance of Pupils and the course of Instruction adopted in the Royal 
Schools no alteration has, since our last Report to your Excellency, taken place, 
of a nature sufficiently important to call for any special remarks on the present 
occasion. ^ 

In the cases, however, of Cavan and of Raphoe Royal Schools, our attention 
having been directed to the small number of pupils attending each, compared with 
what it might be supposed the dilFerent districts in which these Schools are 
respectively located might furnish, we thought it our duty, in execution of the 
powers reposed in us, to order that a visitation should take place at each of those 
Schools, with a view to ascertaining, if possible, the cause of their apparent in- 
efficiency ; and we accordingly deputed and authorized three gentlemen to act as 
visitors for us. These visitors, having respectively taken the oath prescribed in 
such cases, caused notice of their intention to hold the visitations, and the times 
at which they proposed to proceed to the respective Schools to be given to the 
masters, and in the month of December proceeded to Raphoe and to Cavan, at each 
of which they were occupied during several days in taking depositions on oath 
from the respective masters and assistants, as well as from several other witnesses ; 
and having laid before us a copy of the evidence in each case, together with 
reports, and suggestions founded thereon, we directed that copies of these Reports 
should be forwarded to the respective masters, calling upon them, within one 
month, to forward to us such statement in explanation of or answer to these 
Reports as they might think proper, previously to our taking any further measures 
with relation to these Schools. 

The Report, however, which we now submit to yoiu* Excellency teiminating 
on the 25th of March, we are unable at present to lay before your Excellency a 
statement of any further proceedings with regard to these visitations. 

At the election of Queen’s Scholars founded by us in the University, we have 
to inform your Excellency, that since our last Report we have appointed, on the 
Armagh Royal School foundation — 

Edmund F. Rambaut to a Royal Scholarship of 25 1. per annum for five years. 

On the Dungannon Royal School foundation — 

Richard Dowse to a Royal Scholarship of 80 /. per annum for five years. 

Frederick Dobbin to a' Royal Scholarship of 30 /. per annum for five years. 

Robert Heatley to a Royal Scholarship of 30 /. per annum for three years. 

Wyndham Armstrong to a Royal Scholai-ship of 30 1. per annum for two years. 

Hugh M'Sorley to a Royal Scholarship of 50 1. per annum for tivo years. 
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On the Enniskillen Royal School foundation — 

John Gwynne to a Royal Scholarship of 50 1 . per annum for five yeare. 

. John J. Fletcher to a Royal Scholarship of 30 1 . per annum for five yeai-s. 
■William Caine to a Royd Scholarship of 30 1 . for one year. 

And we have the satisfaction to state, that the examiners appointed to inquii-e 
into the proficiency of the respective candidates, in their classification and report 
state that the answering was very creditable. 

We have farther to inform your Excellency, that although applications have 
been strongly urged upon us by parties connected with the Royal Schools, to be 
permitted to retire on a superannuation allowance, we have been obliged to 
decline acceding thereto, feeling that we had no power so to employ the funds 
committed to our charge. 

Much of our time and attention has been occupied by the estates attached to 
the Royal Schools; and we are enabled to inform your Excellency that a decided 
improvement is apparent thereon ; and that we have granted such assistance to 
different memorialists as the nature of each case seemed to us to requhe and 
justify. 

One of the members of this board, who possesses great practical knowledge in 
the management of land, having recently visited and minutely examined the 
condition of the Enniskillen School Estate, has reported to us, that both the lands 
and tenants are greatly improving, and will soon become a pattern in that 
neighbourhood. 

The Raphoe School Estate, which under the management of the masters for 
the time being had so long been remarkable for its wildness, and the poverty of the 
tenantry, as well as of the soil, we trust will in a short time, under our cave, 
present a very different appearance, as we have, under the management of 
an active resident agent, applied considerable sums in improvements, by endea- 
vouring to abolish the rundale or common field system, by separating and 
squaring farms, by reclaiming waste land, and by giving assistance to the tenants 
to enable them to build a better class of cottage, and improve their style of 
fencing, and we are causing, under the superintendence of our agent, a proper 
School-house to be built on the estate, for the benefit of the tenantry. 

We have further to report, that the barrack which we prepared for the con- 
stabulary, without whose protection it would have been impossible to have effected 
so material a change as is in progress on this estate, has been for some time 
completed, and is now occupied by the police. 

On the Dungannon School lands, where outrages were beginning to make their 
appearance, we, as stated in our last report to your Excellency, succeeded in 
establishing a constabulary force, and we have recently received a satisfactory 
report of the manner in which the police barrack has been • completed for their 
accommodation. And on this estate, a considerable portion of which is extremely 
boggy and very difficult of drainage, our agent, and the agriculturist resident there, 
are employed in experiments with different kinds of manure, and by other means, 
in endeavouring to reclaim portions of the bog, and to raise crops thereon. 

"We regret to be obliged to state that the Hibernian Mining Company, which 
had taken a lease of a portion of this estate for the purpose of raising coal, and 
had expended a considerable sum of money in erecting various buildings, have 
notified to us, that, conformably with the covenants in their* lease, they intend to 
sun-ender their tenur-e. 

During the past year we have expended on the different Royal School-houses, 
such sums as were reported to us to be necessary for their proper maintenance. 

At Banagher repairs of an extensive nature are now in progress. 

From the annual returns furnished to us by the Masters of the different Schools 
of private endowment throughout the country, it appeai-s that tliose Schools which 
were formerly reported as being most fully attended by pupils continued to main- 
tain their respective positions, with the exception of' Middleton School, which 
though under the care of the same master who formerly raised it to a very success- 
ful position, has latterly very much retrograded. We have reason to expect, 
however, that the patrons and trustees of this School will soon be enabled to 
place it in a more satisfactory position. 
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TTie etldoired school of Eyrecourt, as appeared by the retnms and hr the 
statement made to us by the patron, was becoming most asefnl in that locality 
f„„e f successor has as vet £ 

S office.'’^ ^ P-=™n to fill 

me School of Athlone, which is one endowed by the family of Lord Castla- 

“e“ts “ consequence of some recent arran<re- 

ments made by us, with the sanction of his Lordship, become useful and efficfent 
foi tte purposes for which it was intended by the founders. 

lu consequence of applications made to ns, we have at present under consi- 
Which we hope may make more successful the Schools of Navan 
and of Ballyioan, which are of private endowment and patronage, but whose 
funds are under our immediate management and control. And we have the 
satisfaction to state to your Excellency our belief that the tenantry on this 
estate, which had heretofore caused us much trouble and anxiety, Jo, in con- 
sequence of the different measures adopted under our sanction, becoming more 
tlinvmg and contented; and on the face of the estate the progress of improve- 
ment within the last few years is evident to all. ” 

Of the different Diocesan and District Diocesan Schools, that of Derry is now 
the most largely attended, and appears to he rising in public estimation. 

me other Diocesan Schools remain much in the same condition as when we 
last reported to your Excellency. 

We have further to state to your Excellency, that we have in the course of the 
past year paid to the credit of the Consolidated Fund the regular annual instal- 
mente in repayment of the sums advanced by Government in the cases of Rapioe 
and Clonmel Schools. ^ 

All which we respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 



(signed) JOHN G. ARMAGH, (i.s.) 

R° DUBLIN. (L.S.) 

EDWARD MEATH, (i.s.) 
CHARLES KILDARE, (i.. s.) 

FEAN CIS BLACKBURN, C. J. (i. s.) 
FRANC SADLEIR, Provost, (l. s.) 

C. R. ELRINGTON. (l. s.) 

3AMES WILSON. (l.s.) 
THOS.TUAM, &c. (l.s.) 



8, Glare-street. 



Cotter Kyle, 
Secretary. 
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